THE CREATOR OF WORKS OF ART 


The creator of works of art and his contemporaries: 
If as all evidence seems to Suggest the representa- 
tions of animals that were painted on the walls of 
caves by Paleolithic man did serve the purposes of 
magic does it not seem likely that those who brought 
into existence those representations were regarded 

by their contemporaries as being endowed with powers 
if you will that were not possessed by the average 
Paleolithic man? Does it not seem likely as well 
that those workers of magic very quickly became aware 
of their power over their contemporaries and assumed 
or were granted special privileges or a position of 
importance in the tribal world--perhaps they were 
granted special privileges when partaking of animals 
that had been captured as a consequence of their 
magical works/activities prior to the hunt, perhaps 
they were spared the task of going forth daily to 
gather and capture food? Whatever the case it seems 
likely that the Paleolithic. magician-artist is the 
prototype of all subsequent creators of works of art who have 
assumed or were granted special privileges in the 
social orders of which they were members. One immedi- 
ately thinks of such artists as Rubens [who declared 
"I assure you that in public affairs I am the most 
dispassionate man in the world, except where my proper- 
ty and person are concerned. I mean that I regard 
the whole world as my country, and I believe that I 
should be very welcome everywhere"; in 1635 Rubens 
purchased Castle Steen, a purchase which carried with 
it particular legal ecclesiastical ana military privi- 
leges in addition to a title of nobility]and Sir 
Joshua Reynolds [at whose funeral the pall-bearers 
were three dukes, two marquesses, three earls and two 
lords] and Bernini [the declared favorite of eight 
successive popes who in 1665 made a triumphal pro+ 
cession from Rome to Paris at the request of King 
Louis XIV--when Bernini crossed the border into France 
he was received by public addresses by order of the 
King--when in Lyons he was granted lodging by the 
Aldermen of that city, an honor usually granted by 
that city only to princes of the blood royal--upon 
his departure from the French court he was promised 

a life pension of 6000 ducats a year] and Titian 

[who felt it was his right to request that the most 
powerful political figures of his time concern them- 
selves with his personal financial requirements; who 
for fifty years enjoyed the privilege of exemption 
from the payment of income tax] and a great many others. 





